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June 30, 2026



Dear Coach/Recruiter,

I am pleased to recommend Rocco Costello, a highly projectable 6'3" right-handed pitcher whose combination of physical upside, arm talent, work ethic, baseball intelligence and character make him an exciting collegiate prospect. Rocco currently works in the mid-80s, topping out at 86 MPH, while showing the ability to command a fastball in all quadrants of the zone that plays well with a developing cutter and curveball. What excites me most, however, is not where his velocity is today, it's where I believe his arm can realistically be in the future. 

After coaching and evaluating pitchers for many years, I've learned that projection is often more valuable than present day radar gun readings. Rocco possesses the type of athletic frame, loose arm action, efficient delivery, and clean mechanics that suggest there is still significant velocity left to unlock. Just as importantly, he has taken excellent care of his arm and has avoided the excessive year-round pitching that often limits long-term development. His arm is untainted, healthy, and positioned to continue making gains as he matures physically.  Rocco reminds me of Ryan Cruz who pitched at Long Beach State and was drafted in the 29th Round of the 2014 MLB Draft.  The frame and age timelines in terms of velocity are identical. 

With a structured collegiate strength and conditioning program, continued mechanical refinement, and natural physical development, I believe Rocco has the potential to make substantial jumps in velocity over the coming years. I have coached pitchers with similar body types and developmental profiles who made dramatic increases after adding functional strength and following disciplined training programs. Rocco has every physical and mental tool necessary to follow a similar trajectory.

Beyond the measurable tools, Rocco is exactly the type of athlete coaches want in their program. He is coachable, disciplined, dependable, and driven to improve. He welcomes instruction, applies feedback immediately, and approaches every bullpen, workout, and game with purpose. His commitment to daily development separates him from many of his peers.

On the mound, Rocco competes with confidence and maturity. He attacks hitters, maintains his composure under pressure, and demonstrates a strong understanding of sequencing and game management. He continues to improve his command while developing confidence in all of his pitches, and his competitive makeup allows him to perform well in challenging situations.

Off the field, Rocco is a young man of outstanding character. In the classroom, he is on the Honor Roll at William Hart High School of Newhall, California where he has a grade point average of 3.8.  He represents his family, coaches, and teammates with integrity and humility. He is respected within the clubhouse because of his work ethic, accountability, and willingness to put the team's success ahead of his own. He leads by example and consistently demonstrates the professionalism expected of a collegiate student-athlete. 

I have complete confidence that he will continue to develop both on and off the field while making a positive impact on any collegiate baseball program fortunate enough to have him.
I give Rocco Costello my strongest recommendation without hesitation. If you would like additional information regarding his abilities, development, or character, please feel free to contact me as it would be my privilege to take your call to elaborate on Rocco’s potential.  

Sincerely,

Manuel Durazo
Bandits National 18U, Los Angeles, CA
Banditsnational@gmail.com  
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